
Muskoka is celebrated 
for many things, 
including its 

stunning cottages. Our 
waterfront homes and 
boathouses are some of the 
most beautiful vacation 
structures in the world.

But there’s another Muskoka 
farther inland where the 
residences aren’t anywhere 
near as lovely, a place 
where people make do with 
apartments and shared homes 
that are sometimes unsafe, 
unhealthy, and overcrowded.

There’s no easy fix to 
spanning this divide, but it has 
become clear to some that the 
solution starts with building 
relationships.

“We want to build a 
relationship with everyone, 
whether you’re on the lakes 
or live in a modest home 
on the edge of town,” says 
Brent Stevenson of Stevenson 
Plumbing and Electric. “We 
chose to support Habitat for 
Humanity because a lot of 

what they stand for and do 
is what we stand for and do, 
too.”

Habitat for Humanity is on 
a mission to break the cycle 
of poverty by promoting 
homeownership for families 
that otherwise could not 
afford it. Its success is built on 
relationships it has established 
with donors, volunteers, and 
contractors like Stevenson.

“There’s nothing like 
attending a Habitat home 
dedication and hearing 
the words of a family that 
is moving out of an awful 
situation and into their 
own home,” says Meghan 
Smith, resource development 
coordinator for Habitat for 
Humanity Ontario Gateway 
North. “This is life-changing. 
There’s usually tears.”

Meghan tells a story of one 
family with three kids, the 
youngest just a baby. The 
conditions were so bad in 
their apartment that the baby 
was hospitalized multiple 

times with respiratory 
problems.

“They were at their 
wits’ end,” says 
Meghan. “They were 
living with black 
mould, working hard 
to pay the bills, and 
yet were still having 
trouble finding a way 
out. It was all they 
could afford.”

Then an opportunity 
came along to apply 
for a Habitat home. It 
is one of those rare, 
once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunities where 
people’s lives can be 
literally raised up. “By 
moving out of a bad 
situation, the child 
has avoided long-
term health issues 
and the whole family 
is less stressed.” 

Long term partnerships 
Habitat, its partners and 
volunteers are building simple, 
decent homes for as many 
people as they can. Some 
partners provide donations and 
materials; others become even 
more involved.

“The work they do in the 
community is so important,” 
says Brent. “We’re glad we can 
help out.”

Stevenson Plumbing and 
Electric has been involved 
with the entire mechanical 
systems of the latest build 
in Gravenhurst and plan to 
continue with the same level of 
support for the long term.

“We’ve been in business since 
1993, and we’re not going 
anywhere,” Brent adds. “We 
live, work and play in Muskoka 
and feel it is our duty to be 
a contributing part of our 
community.” 

A hand up 
A Habitat home is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity, 
but it’s not a freebie. Habitat 
homeowners are people who 
can’t amass a down payment 
and wouldn’t qualify for 
a traditional mortgage. 

Through Habitat they pay 
an interest-free mortgage 
which is matched to their 
income. And during the build, 
the homeowners provide 
a significant amount of 
volunteer labour. “Yes there 
are volunteers and funds 
donated and contractors like 
Stevenson come in and offer 
services, but the Habitat 
family pays a mortgage and 
they put in some serious sweat 
equity,” says Meghan. “It’s 
their home.”

Ongoing savings 
Stevenson Plumbing and 
Electric’s team prides 
themselves on continually 
keeping up on current 
techniques, schooling and 
the latest, most efficient 
equipment and materials. 

Stevenson offers the total 
concept sales, service and 
installation for plumbing, 
electrical and heating. For 
Habitat, that translates to 
a safe, healthy home that is 
energy efficient, with lower 
utility costs and greater 
savings for partnered families.

Everyone at Stevenson 
Plumbing and Electric takes 
great pride and pleasure 
in knowing they’ve made 
a contribution to their 
community. “Whether it is 
a Habitat build or a lakeside 
retreat, it feels good to be able 
to contribute to the community 
with something that will last and 
bring people happiness for many 
years to come.” DS
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